FORI Guidance and Language for Tree Farm Management Plans
STANDARD 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health
Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.
PERFORMANCE MEASURE 5.4: “Where present, forest management activities should maintain or
enhance forests of recognized importance.”
GUIDANCE
“Forests of recognized importance(FORI) represent globally, regionally and nationally
significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological values.
These forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather that the stand level and are
recognized for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute.”
Indicator 5.4.1
“Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest management activities should
incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of recognized
importance.”
Vermont Tree Farm Guidance
When preparing forest management plans for the Tree Farm Program, you must always include
information on forests of recognized importance, even if there are none. If you have a management
which does NOT include this information, please take the time to add a paragraph as an addendum
to your affected plans. This does not need to be added to anything other than your records, and the
landowner management plan. You may also use the management plan addendum form provided as
a link on the Vermont Tree Farm website. Please also refer to your standards booklet and the
guidance within for more specific information.
There are no designated databases which identify FORI’s across the country. Each state Tree Farm
Committee was tasked with identifying any FORI’s in their respective states. The language below
provides a general statement which may be altered to suit your Tree Farm situation. The Vermont
Tree Farm Committee is the resource which documents presence or absence of FORI in Vermont.
There is also an excellent ATFS document outlining further FORI guidance on ATFS and Vermont
Tree Farm websites.
PLAN LANGUAGE
FORESTS OF RECOGNIZED IMPORTANCE(FORI)
There are no Forests of Recognized Importance(FORI) identified by the Vermont Tree Farm
Committee on this parcel. Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historic Park, in Woodstock, Vermont
has been designated as a Forest of Recognized Importance for its cultural and historic significance. It
is the oldest professionally managed forest in the US and the earliest example of scientific
silvicultural practices in America. Management of this ownership is not impacted by Marsh- BillingsRockefeller National Historic Park as a FORI.

