
2015 -2020

Standards of Sustainability 
What’s in it for Family Forest Owners?



Ro
b 

A
m

be
rg



INTRODUCTION: ABOUT THE 2015-2020 STANDARDS

The Standards, which are revised every five years, serve as the basis for the 
ATFS program, which is internationally recognized by the Programme for 
the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC™), the world’s largest forest-
certification system. Landowners who follow these Standards are recognized 
around the world as ambassadors for sustainable woodland stewardship. 
Participation in the ATFS program and management to the ATFS Standards is 
voluntary. Ultimately, it is your responsibility as a woodland owner to ensure 
that your management plan and on-the-ground activities enhance the 
long-term sustainability of your woodlands.

These Standards were developed at the direction of the AFF Board of Trustees 
by an independent Standards review panel in a year-long, inclusive public 
process. The panel was comprised of a wide range of stakeholders with an 
interest in sustainable forestry and ATFS certification. 

The panel solicited input from the public, and conducted webinars and 
public meetings to engage woodland owners and other stakeholders in the 
Standards revision. Hundreds of comments were collected through public 
discussions and written submissions. Landowners’ voices were an important 
part of the open dialogue. The panel asked these landowners what was 
working and what needs clarification and/or adjustment.   The panel then 
took this feedback and made revisions accordingly.

  

USING THE STANDARDS 

The AFF Standards of Sustainability are not a one-size-fits-all prescription, 
but rather, are designed to accommodate the needs of a wide range of 
woodlands and woodland owners. You are encouraged to use them in 
a way that is most appropriate for the size, scale, and intensity of your 
management activities and your land. While this document can 
provide an introduction to the 2015-2020 ATFS Standards, it is 
important to familiarize yourself with the official language used 
in the Standards document. This, along with official Guidance 
for using the Standards, can be found on the American Tree 
Farm System® website (https://www.treefarmsystem.org/atfs-
standards).

Dear Woodland Owner:

As a family woodland owner committed to the stewardship of your land, we are 
excited to provide you with this introduction to the American Forest Foundation 
(AFF) 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (Standards), 
enacted on January 1, 2015, by the AFF Board of Trustees. The American Tree Farm 
System® (ATFS), which celebrates 75 years in 2016, is a program of the American 
Forest Foundation. 

This introduction, as well as the Standards and accompanying Guidance, will 
support you in your efforts to be the best possible steward of your woodlands—and 
all the benefits they provide, including the wood, water, wildlife, and recreational 
opportunities. The Standards are the road map you will need to follow as you work 
to obtain or maintain recognition in the American Tree Farm System®. Because 
the Standards have been written to conform with internationally recognized 
sustainability frameworks, Tree Farmers are globally recognized ambassadors of 
stewardship who may also gain access to expanding world markets for sustainably 
grown timber and wood products.

These revised Standards are designed to support you, as a woodland owner, in 
the stewardship of your woodlands, through adaptive management and creative 
solutions. With this comes a unique opportunity to think about your goals and see 
your woods with new eyes.

As a tool, we have designed this introduction as a companion to ATFS 2015-2020 
Standards of Sustainability and Guidance. It is designed to help you navigate the 
Standards and Guidance and assist you in identifying the resources you may need to 
manage your woods sustainably. We hope you find it helpful and thank you for your 
commitment to stewardship. 

 

Sarah Crow 
Senior Director of Certification 
American Tree Farm System® 
A Program of the American Forest Foundation
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IMPROVING THE STANDARDS FOR TREE FARMERS 

• More flexibility on the format of your management plan: Overall, 
the Standards emphasize solid, thoughtful planning of your on-the-
ground stewardship. This planning may be demonstrated in a variety 
of ways.  With the new Standards, there is less emphasis on a single 
management plan document and more flexibility for documenting 
your management planning and the actions you take to meet your 
management goals. The key is to keep good records that demonstrate 
your planning process and consider all of the resource elements on your 
property. 

• An expanded discussion of best management practices (BMPs). As 
state-mandated BMPs have evolved, we have expanded our Standards 
to reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and 
sustainable forest management.    

• Conformity to internationally accepted terminology. The revised 
Standards use the words “shall” and “should” to clarify what a 
landowner is expected to do. This minor tweak to the word selection 
may not directly impact how you manage, but ensures that ATFS aligns 
with international requirements. 

• Clearer guidance on managing for threatened and endangered 
species. Under the revised Standards and as required by law, you are 
obligated to protect habitats on your land known to be occupied by 
species legally identified as threatened or endangered. However, 
landowners are encouraged to protect unoccupied habitats where listed 
species might reside, recognizing that, for many landowners, wildlife 
habitat protection is a top priority. 

• Introduces the concept of “forests of recognized importance” 
(FORI) and provides additional guidance on FORI to support 
landowners and foresters. FORI are large, unique but important forest 
landscapes that are recognized for their combination of several unique 
attributes. Not all Tree Farms are near to or a part of a FORI, but this 
element of the Standards provides an opportunity for Tree Farmers to 
support landscape-level conservation.  

STANDARDS STRUCTURE 

A Standard is an overarching principle of sustainability.  These eight 
Standards define the elements that make up the definition of sustainability 
for the American Tree Farm System®.  

A performance measure further explains the Standard’s intent and 
describes what to consider, as well as the pathways for conformance with 
the Standard.  

An indicator identifies specific actions or activities that demonstrate your 
conformance with the Standard.  

Guidance statements provide further information on the intent of the 
Standard and how it may be applied on the ground.

LEVEL OF REQUIREMENT 

Standards, performance measures and indicators that include the word 
“shall” are considered core elements required for certification under the 
American Tree Farm System®. Performance measures and indicators that 
include the word “should” are designed to provide you with the flexibility 
to draw on your own personal judgment and that of the forester or other 
qualified natural resource professionals you engage to help you manage 
your woods. As a landowner, you are encouraged to find creative solutions 
and adaptive management techniques to meet the requirements of the 
Standards.

“If you haven’t looked at your existing management plan for a 

while, the new Standards present a great opportunity to bring 

your plan up to date. Ask yourself: ‘Are my goals and objectives 

still relevant? Has my property evolved to the point where I want 

to reconsider my approach?’”
— Paul Harwood 

Forester, Tunbridge, Vermont 
2015 National Outstanding ATFS Inspector
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Performance Measure 1.1 
Landowner shall have and implement a written forest-management plan consistent 
with the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of the forest activities.

INDICATOR 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive, and embody the landowner’s current 
objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified, and reflect the current state of 
knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

While a plan must be written that includes all of the required elements, remember 
that there is no one way to create a plan. 

Your management plan may be comprised of a collection of 
paper and electronic documents that, together, demonstrate 
consideration of all the elements. This documentation might 
include a series of emails between you and your forester or 
handwritten notes documenting your strategies, management 
activities, and observations. The most important things are for 
your plan to have evidence of your planning process, show that you 
have consulted knowledgeable resources, and demonstrate that the 
strategy outline is appropriate for your woodlands. Your plan must 
also include a map, depicting significant features such as roads, 
water features, timber stands, special sites, and other features. 

R E S O U R C E S

• Managing Your Woodlands: A  National ATFS, FS, NRCS Joint Management 
Template and the associated Guide for Landowners: https://www.treefarmsystem.
org/tree-farm-management-plan-templates 

• Good Forestry in the Granite State: Read the section on developing goals/
objectives for your land: http://extension.unh.edu/goodforestry/html/1-2.htm

Standard 1
WHAT IT MEANS TO PRACTICE SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

Standard 1 is all about developing and implementing a management plan for 
your woodlands, which represents the road map that will guide you as you work to 
achieve the goals you have for your land. 

The process of developing a management plan helps you define 
your goals. Then the management plan outlines the activities to 
sustainably achieve your goals and measure progress as you work 
to keep your woods healthy and productive. Demonstrating a 
thoughtful approach through your management plan is what often 
distinguishes a Tree Farmer. 

Standard 1 describes, in the broadest terms, what it means to 
practice sustainable forestry. Rather than being a prescription, it 
encourages creative solutions that are appropriate to your woods. 
As you work to achieve or maintain recognition through ATFS, 
Standard 1 will guide you in developing a strategy appropriate for 
your property. It outlines the elements that must be considered in 
managing your woodlands. Your plan must document how you identified if these 
elements are present on your land and if present, how you will address them in how 
your manage your land In addition, this Standard also suggests additional elements 
that may be relevant to your property or of special interest to you. 
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STANDARD 1:  
Commitment to Practicing 

Sustainable Forestry 

Landowner demonstrates 
commitment to forest health 

and sustainability by developing 
a forest management plan 

and implementing sustainable 
practices.

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-plan-templates
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-plan-templates
http://extension.unh.edu/goodforestry/html/1-2.htm


Chiesa notes. “We may or may not harvest timber, but these ecosystem 
services need to last long into the future.”

For woodland management to be sustainable, “we have to envision an 
economy based on the things that we need to protect for the long term,” 
says Chiesa. “In the near future, forest commercialization will be much 
more than just wood, paper, and pulp. Recreation, carbon sequestration, 
biodiversity conservation and conservation banking are all things of value 
that will be commercialized and that can provide income to family forest 
owners like Janet and me. So restoring the ecosystem and the biodiversity 
are very important goals for us.”  

Sredy and Chiesa see their recognition by AFF as “an empowering thing”—
an opportunity to talk about the value of certification and to build awareness 
of a business model where forest certification provides added credibility 
and income to private landowners. “I like to think of it as maintaining a 
business of nature, where ecological and financial sustainability are closely 
intertwined,” Chiesa says.

Raul Chiesa & Janet Sredy  

Elizabeth, Pennsylvania 

There are no greater champions of the ATFS Standards of Sustainability than 
Raul Chiesa and Janet Sredy, the owners of Beckets Run Woodlands, LLC,  in 
Elizabeth, Pennsylvania. For several years now, the couple has been tireless 
in promoting Tree Farm and the importance of certification to woodland 
owners in their home state of Pennsylvania and throughout the Northeast. 
Since being named National Oustanding Tree Farmers of the Year for 2015, 
Chiesa and Sredy have embraced the challenge to spread the message 
of ATFS certification and its benefits to a national audience of woodland 
owners.

Faced with the daunting task of restoring a horribly degraded woodland to its 
former biodiversity, Chiesa and Sredy developed an ambitious management 
plan with the goals of keeping the land, originally purchased by Janet’s father 
in 1920, in the family, and restoring their woodland to its former biodiversity. 
Throughout the process of formulating their management strategy, they have 
looked to the Standards of Sustainability to lend credibility to their efforts.

“What concerns us most is how the land is conserved—the quality of the air, 
the quality of the water, and the ecosystem services that the forest provides,” 

The value of the Standards

Tree Farmer Profile
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INDICATOR 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s objectives, 
management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a 
feasible strategy for activity implementation, and include a map accurately depicting 
significant forest-related resources. 

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following 
resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened 
or endangered species, special sites, invasive species, and forests of recognized 
importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe 
management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property, and consistent with landowner’s objectives, 
the plan preparer should consider, describe, and evaluate the following resource 
elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, forest aesthetics, biomass, and 
carbon.

When developing your management plan, Standard 1 requires that you consider 
these elements:

• Forest health

• Soil

• Water

• Wood and fiber production

• Threatened and endangered species

• Special sites 

• Forests of recognized importance (FORI) 

For each of these elements, the plan should discuss whether it is present or not on 
the property, and which activities will be undertaken to address these elements. For 
elements such as threatened and endangered species, special sites, and FORI, it is 
necessary to consult relevant resources or authorities to determine if these resources 
are present on your property. 
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R E S O U R C E S

• Managing Your Woodlands National ATFS, FS, NRCS Joint Management 
Template and the associated Guide for Landowners for the Joint Management 
Plan Template https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-plan-
templates

• ATFS Management Plan Addendum:

  https://www.treefarmsystem.org/atfsaddendum 

• ATFS Woodland Resources in your state: Use to search for your state’s BMPs, 
special site databases, and more: https://www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-
resources 

If your goals and objectives include using prescribed burns as a management tool, 
Standard 1 recommends that you address this in your plan. Similarly, if your land 
includes wetlands, or if there are particular animals you want to attract to your land, 
Standard 1 encourages you to include this in your planning documents. If you plan 
to manage your property for its aesthetic values, or for recreation, or for its ability to 
store carbon, be sure to include that information, too. 

INDICATOR 1.1.3

The landowner should monitor for changes that could interfere with the management 
objectives as stated in the management plan. When problems are found, reasonable 
actions are taken.

Remember, your management plan is a living document. When circumstances 
change—fire, flood, pests, or a wind event, for example—update your plan to reflect 
the changes. As time goes by, you and your forester or other qualified natural-
resource professional will monitor your property for changes in the landscape. As 
changes occur, take notes and include them with your plan. This is your best proof 
that your management plan is active and adaptive. It is also appropriate to update 
your plan when your own circumstances change. The most important thing is to 
document your objectives and your actions taken to meet them. 

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-plan-templates
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-plan-templates
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/atfsaddendum
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources
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MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES CHECKLIST

Regularly/Ongoing:

√ Walk your land looking for: signs of pests or disease, hazards on 
your trails, damage from natural disasters or trespassers

√  Keep good records of the activities that you conduct on your 
property

√  Maintain your property boundaries

√ Maintain wildlife food plots and wildlife structures

√  Maintain fire breaks and lines

√  Monitor and control pests and weeds

Annually:

√  Review your management plan for needed changes and update 
accordingly

Every 10 years:

√  Formally review your management plan with your forester and 
other natural-resource professionals. Update it as necessary to 
reflect new conditions, forest-management goals, and personal 
circumstances.

R E S O U R C E S

• Wildfire: www.mylandplan.org/wildfire 

• Natural disasters: www.mylandplan.org/natural-disasters 

• Pests and weeds: www.mylandplan.org/pests-weeds 

“The 2015-2020 Standards allow greater flexibility and encourage 
other ways of documenting your planning and sustainable 
management activities. For example, if you want to show that 
you are monitoring your property to ensure that your forest is 
healthy, it does not have to be a written journal in the back of 
the management plan. You can also use www.MyLandPlan.org to 
track your observations, or just document them in a series of emails 
between you and your forester.”

— Chris Erwin, Registered Forester #1978 
Director of Woodland Conservation, American Forest Foundation

www.mylandplan.org/wildfire
www.mylandplan.org/natural-disasters
www.mylandplan.org/pests-weeds
http://www.MyLandPlan.org


68,000 acres of nearby forestland, but did not damage the Tree Farm, 
thanks in part to Duke and Naomi’s active timber management. 

According to Chrisman, their well-prepared and defended property quickly 
became a safety zone from which fire-suppression activities could be based. 
Although it was one of the most terrifying experiences in their tenure on 
the property, seeing their planning pay off further steeled their resolve to 
share information and skills with neighbors, touting the benefits of active 
management.

With help from ATFS and their forester, Paul McKenzie, the couple has met 
the special challenges of managing a wildfire-prone, high-elevation forest. 
Duke offers these tips:

• If fire is a threat, be sure to have a way for a fire engine to come in 
easily, turn around, and leave quickly.

• Make sure to clear fuels that would bring a fire to your house or other 
buildings. Have 300 feet of safe space around your buildings.

• Manage your trees so that you have 10 feet between crowns.

• Cut smaller trees around the old growth so they don’t serve as “ladder 
fuel” if a big tree gets struck by lightning. 

Duke & Naomi Hoiland 

Polebridge, Montana 

Duke and Naomi Hoiland’s 80-acre Tree Farm is perched alongside Trail 
Creek in the Montana mountains near the Canadian border. The Flathead 
National Forest borders their land, and Glacier National Park is nearby. 

The land has been in Naomi Hoiland’s family since 1945, when her grand-
mother purchased a tract of wild forest along Trail Creek. Duke and Naomi 
share their mountain homestead with an array of wildlife that includes grizzly 
and black bears, moose, wolves, elk, deer, coyotes, red fox, and lynx. They 
grow and harvest lodge pole pine, Western larch, spruce, and Douglas fir.

Guided by the management principles outlined in the ATFS Standards, Duke 
and Naomi, “are stalwart proponents of the Tree Farm program,” says Allen 
Chrisman of the Montana Tree Farm Committee. “No one leaves [their 
property] without knowing about the Tree Farm program and how it has 
helped the Hoilands in meeting their land-management goals.”

The biggest threat to the Hoilands’ high-mountain Tree Farm is a “crowning” 
fire that spreads rapidly through the tops of the tall trees, and the Hoilands’ 
management plan reflects this. In 2003, the Wedge Canyon fire destroyed 

Managing to reduce fire hazards in Montana’s mountains 

Tree Farmer Profile
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Resources to help you develop your management plan:

There are many sources of information to guide you as you develop a plan for 
your woods. Take advantage of them! 

• Your State Tree Farm Committee: State Tree Farm Committees offer 
publications, field days, training sessions, and events where you can 
learn new skills and share information with other woodland owners. 
Find your state contact and connect with Tree Farm in your state: 
www.treefarmsystem.org/state-tree-farm-programs

• State-Specific Resources: The American Tree Farm System® website has a 
wealth of information on resources available in your state to help you manage 
your Tree Farm: www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources 

• Management Plan Templates. A downloadable template for landowners 
can provide a sample framework for you and your forester to use to develop 
a plan for your woodlands. This Joint Management Plan Template for ATFS, 
FS, and NRCS was based on the Montana Forest Stewardship and Tree 
Farm management plan developed by forestry professor Dr. Peter Kolb of 
Montana State University: www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-management-
plan-templates. 

• Natural-heritage Databases: Natural-heritage databases are rich resources, 
with comprehensive information on threatened or endangered species, 
forests of recognized importance, and sites with special biological 
significance. These are most often managed by each state’s natural-resources 
agency. The NatureServe Network is a clearinghouse, searchable by state, 
of agencies providing natural-heritage data: http://www.natureserve.org/
natureserve-network. 

• The National Register of Historic Places: The Register can help you determine 
if there are sites of historic, archaeological, or cultural importance on your 
land. The U.S. National Park Service maintains the Register and keeps a list of 
state historic preservation officers at: http://www.nps.gov/nr/shpolist.htm. 

• Your State Forestry Agency’s Website: State agency websites contain many 
resources that can help you, including state guidelines on best management 
practices, information about threatened or endangered species, and 
resources to help you manage invasive species, insect pests, and other threats 
to your woodlands: www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency 

Documents Every Woodland Owner Needs to Keep

• Deeds—Your deed records your ownership and the location of your property 
boundaries. 

• Your management plan—Your plan serves as an inventory of what is on 
your property, a work plan for its future, and proof that your Tree Farm is a 
business if you are claiming a profit or loss at tax time.

• A detailed map of your property—This should include every important 
feature of your woods, including boundary lines, walls and fences, vegetation 
types, streams, and historic structures. The larger the property or more 
intensive your operations, the more detailed your map should be. You can hire 
a surveyor to create a map for you, or use the mapping tool in MyLandPlan.
org to identify and map your land’s important features yourself.

• Permits—Keep permits for any activities that require them. Whether it is 
harvesting or planting trees, building roads or stream crossings, using 
pesticides, or conducting controlled burns, permits are your proof that you 
followed the law.

• Contracts—Always have a written agreement with any contractor you hire 
to do work and keep it, along with the contractor’s proof of insurance: www.
mylandplan.org/contracts 

• Landowner liability insurance policies—Obtain insurance for yourself, 
your property, and any structures on it, and keep copies of each policy:  www.
mylandplan.org/insurance 

• A copy of your state’s best management practices (BMPs)—Find your 
state’s BMPs on the ATFS Woodland Resources:  https://www.treefarmsystem.
org/woodland-resources 

How Long Should I Hold on to Contracts, Permits, and Other 
Management Documents? 

It is a good practice to keep documents like contracts, permits, stocking guides, 
and other materials used in your stewardship for about three years, although 
some landowners will hold on to documents much longer. This helps demonstrate 
your conformance to the ATFS Standards of Sustainability. 
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Standard 2
MAKING SURE YOU COMPLY WITH THE LAW

As a forest landowner, you have a lot of flexibility in managing your land. However, 
everything you do must comply with all relevant federal, state, and local laws, 
regulations, and ordinances. Standard 2 outlines what is expected of you as a 
landowner.

Seek Help

You are not expected to know every aspect of every law, but you 
are expected to seek the help you need to comply with the laws and 
regulations that govern your forest-management activities. Wonder 
what is legal or not? Ask! Here is where professionals—your forester, 
a consulting wildlife biologist, hydrologist, geologist, or other 
expert—will be your closest allies. (See Performance Measure  2.1.)

Performance Measure 2.1 
Landowners shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county, 
municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities. 

R E S O U R C E S

Your state’s forestry agency will be able to tell you which laws apply in your state 
and point you to places you can go to get further information and guidance: www.
mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency 

The Cooperative Extension System (CES), a program of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, may offer courses or technical publications to help you comply with 
forestry laws. To learn about CES in your state, go to: http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-
and-extension-map. 
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Many State Tree Farm Committees also offer training sessions and field days to help 
you learn to navigate the legal requirements associated with owning your Tree Farm. 
The ATFS website has links to your state committee at: www.treefarmsystem.org/
state-tree-farm-programs. 

www.MyLandPlan.org, the American Forest Foundation’s website for woodland 
owners, provides additional information on finding the help you need to comply 
with federal and state laws and regulations: www.mylandplan.org/find-help 

INDICATOR 2.1.1

Landowner shall comply with all relevant laws, regulations, and ordinances and will 
correct conditions that led to adverse regulatory actions, if any.

Show Your Good-faith Efforts to Remedy Problems

As a forest landowner, you are required to comply with all applicable 
laws and regulations whether or not your land is certified by 
ATFS. The Standards recognize that even the best forest stewards 
sometimes make mistakes. Over a lifetime of managing your 
woodlands, there may be instances in which a mistake may occur. 
In the event of an inadvertent legal violation, under ATFS, you must 
demonstrate that you are taking the steps necessary to correct the 
issue. Under Standard 2, a willful pattern of non-compliance with 
laws and regulations is not acceptable.  

INDICATOR 2.1.2

Landowner should obtain advice from appropriate qualified natural-resource 
professionals or qualified contractors who are trained in, and familiar with, relevant 
laws, regulations, and ordinances.

Demonstrating Compliance

Many laws and regulations—federal, state, and local—govern forest-management 
activities. It is important for you, as a landowner, to seek advice from professionals 
who know and understand natural-resource laws (for example, best management 
practices for protecting water resources, or regulations governing pesticide 
application). Be sure to carefully document the steps you have taken to comply with 
relevant laws, and include this documentation in your management plan.   

STANDARD 2:  
Compliance with Laws  

Forest-management activities 
comply with all relevant 

federal, state, and local laws, 
regulations, and ordinances.

www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency
www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency
http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map
http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map
www.treefarmsystem.org/state-tree-farm-programs
www.treefarmsystem.org/state-tree-farm-programs
http://www.MyLandPlan.org
www.mylandplan.org/find-help


vehicle that McAdams and her family have chosen to manage their Tree 
Farm is a non-industrial timber-management plan, or NTMP. 

“Our NTMP demands that we do sustainable forestry and uneven aged 
management—a decades-long, open-ended plan,” says McAdams. “This 
management vehicle, one of several options under the Forest Practice Act of 
California, puts us under the scrutiny and oversight of several agencies. We 
use it because it allows us to freeze the regulatory rules for forest practice, 
giving us some regulatory certainty. That’s important in California because 
those rules change frequently and get more and more strict.”

Tree Farmers who have been able to use the NTMP in California tend to be 
small- to mid-sized Tree Farms. It is an expensive route to take, with much 
bigger up-front expenses than timber-harvest plans that call for harvest-to-
harvest management over a five- to seven-year time period. “Basically,” 
McAdams says, “We agree to grow more than we cut, decades into the 
future. It’s a guaranteed way to have sustainability, and our NTMP is part of 
our long-term planning for keeping our forest in trees.”

Claire McAdams   

Humboldt County, California

Stretching along 100 miles of Pacific coastline just south of the California-
Oregon border is Humboldt County, known as California’s “Redwood 
Coast.” Mountainous, forested, and largely rural, the county includes more 
than 1.5 million acres of public and private forestland, which yield 20 
percent of all forest products produced in California. It is the place where 
Claire McAdams and her family manage McAdams Ranch, an operation 
begun in the 1930s by Claire’s great-grandfather, a mill owner. 

As a fourth-generation family timber owner, Claire McAdams manages 
nearly 1,000 acres tucked, “behind the first set of hills and before the first 
set of mountains,” which trap the area’s famous fogs that nourish her Tree 
Farm’s redwoods and Douglas firs. Two other branches of the family each 
own contiguous parcels of approximately the same acreage, and family 
members jointly manage all 3,000 acres under one plan.

It is an enterprise that comes with many challenges. California’s regulatory 
structure is notoriously complex and changes frequently. The regulatory 

Addressing regulations in California 

Tree Farmer Profile
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In all these cases, be sure to consult with your forester or natural-resource experts 
to help you make the best decisions on what to plant and when. Federal and state 
agencies usually have stocking guides that you can use as a reference when choosing 
seedlings. 

R E S O U R C E S

• Find your State Forestry Agency: www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-
agency

• Find your state extension forestry experts: www.mylandplan.org/extension-
foresters 

• Learn about how to choose the right trees for the right place, as 
well as other resources on planting trees: www.mylandplan.org/
plant-trees 

Guidance on Using Native Species

The official Guidance for Standard 3 recommends that, whenever 
appropriate for your land and objectives, you use native, locally 
grown species that are well-adapted to your local site conditions 
when planting or replanting.  

Non-native species are not, generally, used by family woodland 
owners in the United States. If you plan to use a non-native species, 
the Guidance cautions, you, “should consult or seek guidance from 

qualified natural-resource professionals, such as agencies, academic institutions, or 
professional associations, to ensure that potential negative impacts on the ecosystem 
and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been 
evaluated, and to determine whether negative impacts can be avoided or minimized.”

Standard 3
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PLANTING AND 

REPLANTING TREES

Part of managing your forest sustainably involves ensuring that there will be another 
generation of trees. Standard 3 addresses restocking after a harvest or converting 
open areas to tree cover. A general rule is to restock harvested sites 
within five years of a harvest—and sometimes sooner if required by 
local regulations. This Standard also addresses the best practices for 
reforesting your woodlands with appropriate tree and plant species.   

Performance Measure 3.1 
Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process 
that ensures adequate stocking levels.

INDICATOR 3.1.1

Harvested forest land shall achieve adequate stocking of desired 
species reflecting the landowner’s objectives, within five years after 
harvest, or within a time interval as specified by applicable regulation.

Fires, floods, hurricanes, ice storms, or a pest outbreak may also be reasons for 
you to replant or restore your forest.  A natural disaster sometimes provides an 
opportunity to plant different species. In the United States Southeast, for example, 
some woodland owners are planting fire- and hurricane-resistant native longleaf 
pine to replace less-resilient loblolly pine species.  Or, you may decide to plant trees 
that will attract a desired animal to your land. 

STANDARD 3:  
Reforestation and

 Afforestation   

Landowner completes timely 
restocking of desired species 

of trees on harvested sites and 
nonstocked areas where tree 

growing is consistent with land-use 
practices and the landowner’s 

objectives.
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Replanting a forest after a devastating fire
Nancy Livingston, Hancock, Wisconsin

“Like a phoenix rising” is how forest owner Nancy Livingston describes the 180 
acres on her 280-acre Hancock, Wisconsin, Tree Farm that are bursting with 
growth after being completely destroyed by wildfire in 2005. 

Reforesting Livingston’s land became a community effort that garnered support 
from businesses and individuals in her community, from local fourth-graders who 
planted the first trees after the fire, to the Plum Creek Timber Company, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association, 
and even the University of Wisconsin women’s basketball team. With their help, 
Livingston and a host of volunteers are slowly restoring her burned acres, one 
seedling at a time. More than 150,000 trees have been planted since the fire.

Livingston lives in a farmhouse surrounded by 100-year-old white pines on land 
originally purchased by her father as a retirement property in the 1950s. After 
the fire, 70-year-old Livingston took a job at a local convenience store so she 
could continue to pay her property taxes, and refinanced her home to pay for 
the clearing of the burned acres and for the purchase and planting of new trees.

Her restoration plan includes providing habitat for the endangered Karner blue 
butterfly, and planting jack pines, red pines, and blueberry to attract federally 
endangered Kirtland’s warblers. Once found only in Michigan, the birds now 
nest just eight miles from Livingston’s home; her reforestation plan aims to make 
sure they stay. 

TREE-PLANTING CHECKLIST 

√  Look for large, high-quality seedlings with sizeable roots, as these 
have a better shot at surviving.

√  If your site is remote or hard to access or if your tree species is 
hard to find in seedling form, consider starting from seed.

√  Do not plant until after the ground thaws or the danger of frost 
has passed in your area.

√  Choose a cool (40- to 60-degree) overcast day with little or no 
wind.  This is an ideal setting for seedlings, particularly hardwood 
seedlings.  Not sure when to plant? Check with your forester to 
choose the ideal time for planting in your location.

√  Plant each tree using the appropriate technique for planting on 
level ground or on a slope.  Again, your forester can help. 

√  Consider machine planting for large sites, as this is less labor 
intensive, permits precise spacing and planting depths, and may 
lead to higher survival rates for your seedlings. 

√  Make sure your newly planted trees get enough water—ideally 
about 25 gallons per tree, per week.

√ Apply mulch around each tree to reduce evaporation—just not 
right on the trunk, which can grow moldy if mulched.

√  Keep a weed-free area around each seedling that is at least three 
or four feet in diameter. Weed control is crucial in the first two or 
three years of seedling growth.

Tree Farmer Profile

12

Ro
b 

A
m

be
rg



Standard 4
PROTECTING THE AIR, WATER, AND SOIL

Performance Measure 4.1 
Landowner shall meet or exceed practices prescribed by state forestry best management 
practices (BMPs) that are applicable to the property.

Standard 4 addresses protection of air, water, and soils, generally 
through the use of the required best management practices (BMPs), 
a set of specific techniques and guidance that govern forestry 
activities in your state. 

A copy of your state’s BMPs is a critical resource that you will refer 
to again and again as you undertake activities to protect, maintain, 
and enhance the air, water, and soil of your woodlands. Your forester 
or state forestry agency can provide you with a copy or you can get 
one online. (See Performance Measure 4.1.) 

R E S O U R C E 

Find the link to your state’s BMPs on the ATFS website Woodland Resources page: 
www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources

In states where forestry activities are governed by a “forest practice” act or law, the 
legislation, and all its associated regulations and guidance, functions as BMPs. To 
meet the ATFS Standards, you will need to implement all applicable BMPs on your 
land, even if you live in a state where they are legally voluntary. Once again, your 
forester and state forestry agency can guide you in understanding the requirements 
for sustainable forest practices in your state.

INDICATOR 4.1.1

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the 
property. 

There are several examples of common activities undertaken by many family 
woodland owners which involve BMP implementation. When planting or replanting 
and your plan calls for preparing your land using machines or chemicals, you will 
need to work with your forester to ensure all relevant BMPs are met.  

If you are not currently doing management activities, then there is no need to 
demonstrate use of BMPs, since there is no management taking place. However, 
there are times when water quality is impaired on your land, outside of management 

STANDARD 4: 

Air, Water, and Soil Protection    

Forest-management practices 
maintain or enhance the 

environment and ecosystems, 
including air, water, soil, and  

site quality.

Three Ways to Protect Your Rivers and Streams

1.  Create riparian buffers: These fringes of grass, shrubs, and trees planted 
along stream banks are one the best ways to protect a water source. Buffers 
improve water quality by filtering sediment and pollutants from soil runoff and 
providing shade to keep water cool. They combat erosion by stabilizing banks and 
regulating stream flow, and they offer habitats to many plant and wildlife species. 
Riparian buffers vary in width, depending on how the adjacent land is being used, 
but should be a minimum of 25 to 50 feet. Wider buffers are best for improving 
water quality and attracting wildlife.

2.  Remove barriers to fish migration: Interrupting a stream’s flow with bridges 
and culverts can damage the health of the system by changing stream conditions 
and preventing the migration of fish and other aquatic species. Build bridges and 
culverts that are at least 1.25 times the normal width of the streambed, and place 
them where the stream is straight and flat.  You will need to get a permit to construct 
most stream crossings. Before you start, be sure to check with your state’s natural-
resource agency to learn what is required. 

3. Minimize runoff from forest roads: Most of the sediment from 
forested land is due to runoff from poorly designed and maintained 
forest roads. When planning roads, think about how you can 
reduce their number, width, and length, decrease maintenance 
requirements, and limit your roads’ visual and physical impacts. 
Regularly inspect and repair your roads by filling wet spots, grading 
to maintain proper drainage, and ensuring ditches and culverts are 
free of debris.

13

Ro
b 

A
m

be
rg

www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers an online Watershed 
Training Academy to help you learn how to protect the rivers, streams, wetlands, 
and other water resources in your forest. Find it at: http://cfpub.epa.gov/watertrain/
index.cfm.  And check out the EPA’s Forestry Best Management Practices in 
Watersheds: http://cfpub.epa.gov/watertrain/pdf/modules/Forestry.pdf 

Learn what you can do to care for your streams, lakes, rivers, and ponds, as well 
as what you can do to protect water on your land: www.mylandplan.org/water-on-
your-land and www.mylandplan.org/BMPs

INDICATOR 4.1.2

Landowner shall minimize road construction and other disturbances within riparian 
zones and wetlands. 

Road Construction

Under Standard 4, you are required to minimize the impacts of road construction 
in wetlands and in areas where there are lakes, rivers, or streams. Your state’s BMP 
manual provides detailed guidance on what is required. For example, some states 
require a permit before you can undertake any forestry activities in a riparian zone. 
Mistakes can be costly; be sure to consult your forester or an expert on forest road 
construction and obtain any required permits before you begin any road-related 
project. If you are using a contractor for your road project, be sure to specify in 
the contract that he or she must follow all applicable BMPs when working on your 
property. 

Performance Measure 4.2 
Landowner shall consider a range of forest-management activities to control pests, 
pathogens, and unwanted vegetation. 

INDICATOR 4.2.1

Landowner should evaluate alternatives to pesticides for the prevention or control of 
pests, pathogens, and unwanted vegetation to achieve specific management objectives. 

activities. For example, ATV riders may be trespassing on the property and crossing 
streams, causing banks to erode. In cases such as this, landowners are strongly 
encouraged to work with their forester to develop a plan and repair the damage. As 
always, documentation is a critical step in demonstrating conformance and good-
faith efforts. 

Some BMPs (such as guidelines for attracting certain desired species) need to be 
followed only if they apply to your property and the goals that you have articulated 
in your management plan. 

Be sure you are familiar with your state’s BMPs and keep a copy with your “go 
to” planning documents. Your forester and your state forestry agency can help. 
Find state-specific resources on the American Tree Farm System® website: www.
treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources

Best Management Practices Resources

According to the U.S. Forest Service, private forested lands are essential for about 
two-thirds of our drinking water. That is why managing your land with water 
quality in mind is critical. Following the passage of the Clean Air Act in the 
1970s, most states developed best management practices (BMPs) to help 
landowners safeguard water quality by controlling pollution and other threats 
arising from forestry activities.

Most states have BMPs covering:

• Pre-harvest planning

• Streamside management zones

• Forest wetlands protection

• Road construction and maintenance

• Timber harvesting

• Biomass harvesting

• Revegetation

• Fire management

• Forest chemical management
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Performance Measure 4.3 
When used, prescribed fire shall conform with landowner’s objectives and pre-fire 
planning.

INDICATOR 4.3.1

Prescribed fire shall conform with the landowner’s objectives and state and local laws 
and regulations. 

Fire as a Forest-Management Tool

Prescribed burning, another term for prescribed fires, can be an important forest-
management tool, but with thoughtful considerations to ensure safety. If your 
management objectives call for the use of prescribed burns, you may be legally 
required to obtain a permit from your state natural-resource agency. In some states, 
to receive a permit you may be required to complete a training course to learn the 
requirements for safely and appropriately conducting a scheduled burn. Many states 
do require submission of a written fire plan. Do your research and ask your forester 
or qualified natural-resource professional what is required in your state. It is your 
responsibility to know the law and follow it.

Before you implement a controlled burn, map the area you plan to burn, consider 
what weather conditions (wind direction and speed, relative humidity) you will need 
to conduct your planned burn in a way that protects your land and property—and 
that of your neighbors. Discuss your plans with everyone who might be affected and 
have a contingency plan, in the event weather or conditions change. 

R E S O U R C E S

• The ATFS Management Plan Addendum: www.treefarmsystem.org/
atfsaddendum  

• Find out more about prescribed burns, their benefits, how to do them safely, and 
additional resources:  www.mylandplan.org/prescribed-burns 

• Extension resources on prescribed fire: http://www.extension.org/prescribed_
fire 

• Prescribed Fire Councils: state and local organizations that offer information-
sharing and networking opportunities for individuals, agencies, and organizations:  
http://www.prescribedfire.net/ 

Unwanted Species? Think Beyond Pesticides!

Insect pests, plant pathogens, and invasive species are challenges faced by every 
forest landowner. Standard 4 requires that, in addition to pesticides, you consider a 
range of other alternatives for dealing with unwanted species.

Your state forestry agency can provide information about a full spectrum of 
techniques you can use to address a particular pest, pathogen, plant, or invasive 
species. Integrated pest management (IPM) is a technique that can help you 
control, suppress, or prevent pests on your land by improving forest health and 
protecting your trees from being harmed by insects or disease in the first place. 
Pesticide application may be used in cases in which other measures are ineffective 
or are not practical to deal with the scope of your problem. 

R E S O U R C E S

• Learn more about IPM at www.mylandplan.org/IPM

INDICATOR 4.2.2

Pesticides used shall be approved by the EPA and applied, stored and disposed of in 
accordance with EPA-approved labels and by persons appropriately trained, licensed, 
and supervised. 

If you do decide to use pesticides, you must comply with both federal guidelines and 
the laws governing pesticide use in your state. The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency has very specific rules on which pesticides may be used, who should apply 
them, how they should be stored, and how to dispose of them. In most states, a 
license is required to apply forestry chemicals. Be sure you know the law and that 
you, or any contractors you hire to use pesticides on your land, are in full compliance. 

R E S O U R C E S

• Find out the laws and regulations in your state concerning pesticide use on 
the ATFS Woodland Resources website:  www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-
resources

• Learn about choosing the right pesticides, using them properly, what to do after 
applying them, as well as additional resources: www.mylandplan.org/pesticides
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• Disturbs the soil, allowing new seeds to regenerate. Those seeds, in turn, 
provide food for wildlife.

• Prunes the lower branches to produce quality lumber with fewer knots.

• Opens the understory. This allows quail and turkeys to find seeds and 
provides tender shoots for deer to eat.  

There is a constant effort to construct and maintain the Salooms’ 20-mile 
network of fire lanes and road systems on their property, with water bars and 
turn outs for fire equipment. Both of the Salooms are certified by the State 
of Alabama as prescribed burn managers, and are required to take courses 
and be recertified every six years. 

“We need more private landowners either doing their own burning or 
contracting to have burns done on their land,” says Salem. “We’re trying to 
promote more prescribed burning on private lands, especially where there’s 
longleaf. You can’t just put a longleaf tree in the ground and leave it alone.”

Salem and Dianne Saloom 

Brewton, Alabama

Salem and Dianne Saloom’s 1,762-acre Tree Farm in Brewton, Alabama, is 
a showcase for the longleaf pine that once covered much of the southeastern 
United States. 

Longleaf is a species that thrives with fire, so prescribed burning is a large 
part of the Salooms’ management of their property. The Salooms burn 
600 to 800 acres every year to prepare sites for planting and to remove 
understory in their longleaf forest acres.  

“Prescribed fire is probably the least expensive tool that a land manager can 
use to help manage his property,” Salem says. “For pine trees, especially the 
longleaf pine, fire maintains the ecosystem. It’s a very good and very cheap 
tool.”

He notes that fire:

• Decreases the fuel load so that if there is a wildfire it will not burn with 
the same duration or intensity;

Restoring longleaf with prescribed fire 

Tree Farmer Profile
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Although, as a private landowner, you are not required to do an exhaustive search 
for threatened or endangered species on your property, you are expected to make a 
good-faith effort to identify any known occurrences of these species on your land. 
To identify any occurrences of these important species, you are required to consult 
with credible resources, such as a state natural-heritage database or a knowledgeable 
a forester or qualified natural- resource professional to learn which species are 
known to be present on your land and to document your good-faith investigation in 
your forest-management plan. 

If it is determined that threatened or endangered wildlife is present on your land, 
it is your duty review the legal requirements and take appropriate action in the 
management of your property. It is important to note, however, that the presence of 

these species does not prohibit you from managing your woodlands. 
It does, however, require you to consider the impacts of your 
management activities on habitat for that species, and may influence 
the timing of those activities and the management techniques you 
choose. In designated habitat areas, you may need to:

• Limit the use of vehicles and mechanical equipment;

• Limit activities to certain times of the year;

• Restrict pesticide use;

• Maintain residual trees;

• Establish and maintain buffer zones around the habitat area;

• Limit hunting or fishing; and 

• Post signs or mark the boundaries of the habitat area.

Your forester and qualified natural-resource professional(s) can help you develop a 
plan that allows you to manage your woods, while also meeting your legal obligations 
to protect listed species and their habitats.  

If a threatened or endangered animal species with a range in your area is not 
identified on your property, you are not required under the ESA to protect its habitat. 
However, many ATFS-certified woodland owners choose to go above and beyond 
the federal law’s requirements to protect unoccupied habitats. Indeed, protecting 
and enhancing habitats are goals for many landowners. Similarly, although you are 
not required to protect threatened or endangered plant species under the ESA, you 
are strongly encouraged to do so.

Standard 5
THE HEALTH OF YOUR WOODS AND THE ANIMALS  

THAT CALL IT HOME 

Managing your woodlands sustainably involves more than just managing your trees. 
A healthy woodland is one that supports diverse tree, plant, fish, and wildlife species, 
and your management activities should be planned to conserve 
biodiversity.

Performance Measure 5.1 
Forest-management activities shall protect habitats and communities 
occupied by threatened or endangered species as required by law. 

INDICATOR 5.1.1

Landowner shall confer with natural-resource agencies, state natural-
resource heritage programs, qualified natural-resource professionals 
or review other sources of information to determine occurrences of 
threatened or endangered species on the property and their habitat 
requirements.

INDICATOR 5.1.2

Forest-management activities shall incorporate measures to protect identified 
threatened or endangered species on the property. 

Managing Your Land to Protect Threatened or Endangered Species 

The first section of Standard 5 describes your obligations as a landowner to protect 
threatened or endangered animals and their habitats under the federal Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) and any applicable state laws. If you learn of any threatened 
or endangered animal species currently on your land, you are required to take 
appropriate action to protect them and their habitats. Learn the federal requirements, 
as well as those of your state.

STANDARD 5:  
Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity,  

and Forest Health   

Forest-management activities 
contribute to the conservation of 

biodiversity.
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Duke & Naomi Hoiland 

Polebridge, Montana 

Despite the presence of threatened Canada lynx and grizzly bears on their 
land, which is part of a wide swath of Montana lands designated as, “critical 
habitat” for these species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the law, 
“hasn’t changed our management or our behavior,” says Montana Tree 
Farmer Duke Hoiland. “There are no restrictions on how we manage our 
property. What we’ve found is that the more and better you manage your 
land, the better it is for the wildlife.”

Trail Creek, which flows through the Hoilands’ property for more than one-
quarter mile, is an important spawning stream for the endangered bull trout, 
as well as supporting native cutthroat trout populations. To protect the fish, 
no fishing is allowed in the stream, but the Hoilands enjoy watching the large 
trout migrating up the stream to spawn every year, knowing that their careful 
stewardship is helping to ensure the bull trout’s survival. 

To protect other species from human and animal predators, Duke and 
Naomi leave areas of trees and brush when they harvest timber to provide 
security, “So that deer and elk don’t have to run for half a mile to find cover,” 
Duke says. They also have planted protective roadside vegetation to protect 
wildlife from shooting.

In some specific circumstances, landowners may manage under a federally approved 
habitat conservation plan (HCP) designed to mitigate impacts of management 
to federally listed species. In these cases, the management activities implemented 
under the plan will be considered to be in compliance with the ATFS Standard.

Resources: Endangered Species

• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has free publications to help you 
understand your obligations under the ESA. Start by visiting: www.fws.gov/
ENDANGERED/esa-library/pdf/ESA_basics.pdf to learn the basics.

• USFWS maintains a list of threatened or endangered species at:  http://
ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) maintains a 
list of threatened or endangered freshwater fish that migrate to sea. Find 
the list at: www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/. 

• Contacting your state’s natural-resources agency is usually an effective way to 
find out if a property or region is known to contain a threatened or endan-
gered species. Find your state’s natural-heritage resources, as well as the Wild-
life Action Plan for your state: www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources

• The ATFS Management Plan Addendum: www.treefarmsystem.org/ 
atfsaddendum

Managing for wildlife and endangered species  

Tree Farmer Profile
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species and other forest pests, tree-killing diseases, wildland fire, and unwanted 
vegetation. 

Performance Measure 5.3 requires that you take a proactive approach to addressing 
these threats and that you seek out the advice of professionals who know and 
understand emerging forest threats in your state and region. 

Sometimes, new threats emerge at a scale or speed that is more than you, as an 
individual landowner, have the resources to prevent or control. That is why it is so 
important to take a practical and active approach to managing your woodlands, 
proactively building its resilience. Instead of thinking about your forest’s health only 
when a fire, disease outbreak, or insect pest strikes your woods, manage your woods 
every day by thinking about what it takes to have a healthy and resilient forest. Work 
with professionals who understand the major threats and what to do to prevent 
them, and build resilience in the context of these stressors.

Performance Measure 5.2 
Landowner should address the desired species and/or desired forest communities when 
conducting forest-management activities, if consistent with landowner’s objectives.

INDICATOR 5.2.1

Landowner should consult available and accessible information on management of 
the forest for desired species and/or forest communities and integrate it into forest 
management. 

Managing Your Land to Attract Desired Species  

The second topic addressed in Standard 5 is the issue of managing your land for 
desired plant and/or animal species that you have identified. If your management 
plan indicates that one of your goals as a woodland owner is to attract certain 
wildlife species to your land (bobwhite quail or deer, for example), Standard 5 
recommends that you develop a strategy of specific management activities you 
plan to use to achieve your objective(s). Similarly, if you have stated your desire to 
reestablish a certain tree species, such as longleaf pine, you must address the specific 
management techniques you will employ to do this.

If attracting particular species is not one of your personal objectives, the Standards 
do not require you to address this in your management plan.

Performance Measure 5.3 
Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health.

INDICATOR 5.3.1

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health, including 
prevention, control, or response to disturbances such as wildland fire, invasive species 
and other pests, pathogens, or unwanted vegetation, to achieve specific management 
objectives. 

Managing Your Woodland to Promote Forest Health   

The third major topic addressed in Standard 5 is your responsibility to promote 
the health of your forest. Every day, your woods face new challenges from invasive 

Resources: Desired Species

If you have decided you want to create desirable habitats to attract particular 
species to your property, many resources are available. For information and help, 
consult:

• State and federal fish and game departments.  The Association for Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies’ members list includes links to all the state fish and wildlife 
agencies in the US:  www.fishwildlife.org 

• Publications from your state’s Extension service; find your extension 
representatives: http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map 

• Nonprofit organizations that focus on the species you want to attract (e.g., 
Quail Forever www.quailforever.org, Quality Deer Management Association 
www.qdma.com, Wild Turkey Federation www.nwtf.org, Trout Unlimited www.
tu.org, Audubon www.audubon.org).

• Find your state’s natural-heritage resources, as well as the Wildlife Action Plan 
for you state: https://www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources

19

Ph
ot

os
: 

H
oi

la
nd

 F
am

ily

www.fishwildlife.org
http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map
www.quailforever.org
www.qdma.com
www.nwtf.org
www.tu.org
www.tu.org
www.audubon.org
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/woodland-resources


A recognized FORI landscape generally has a combination of several exceptional 
attributes in high concentration, for example, critical habitats for multiple threatened 
or endangered species, or high densities of unusual cultural or geologic features. 
Many of these areas already are protected by federal or state governments or private 
land- conservation organizations.

If your land is located within a landscape recognized as a FORI, you have a special 
opportunity to support its conservation and have even greater impact through your 
own land- management practices. 

In the United States, the concept of FORIs is relatively new, and no single organization 
or agency is responsible for their designation and conservation. What is agreed, 
though, is that there is a global need to protect such areas. Each landowner has a 
part to play in conserving the bigger landscape of which their woodlands is a part.

Not sure whether you are part of such a landscape? Your state’s natural-heritage 
database may be a good place to start to learn more about the special landscapes in 
your state, and which agencies and organizations are working to protect them. Due 
to the small scale and low-intensity of family-forest operations, informal assessment 
for the occurrence of FORIs through consultation with experts or review of available 
and accessible information is appropriate. 

R E S O U R C E S

• Learn more about the Guidance provided with the Standards at:  
www.treefarmsystem.org/fori

• And learn more about the concept of forests of recognized importance at: 
www.mylandplan.org/fori 

R E S O U R C E S

• Learn about how you can create healthier woods, including activities you can 
do to ensure the resiliency of your land: www.mylandplan.org/create-healthier-
woods 

• The common pests and weeds you should be looking for where you live, what 
to do when you have an outbreak, prevention steps, and other resources can be 
found at: www.mylandplan.org/pests   

• Connect with your state extension foresters to get up-to-date information on 
the threats in your area: www.mylandplan.org/extension-foresters 

• Have you considered using integrated pest management (IPM) to address pests 
and weeds on your land?  Learn more about what IPM is, how to use it, and 
what resources are available in your state at: www.mylandplan.org/IPM 

Performance Measure 5.4 
Where present, forest-management activities should maintain or enhance forests of 
recognized importance.

INDICATOR 5.4.1

Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest-management activities 
should incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of 
recognized importance. 

Managing Your Land as Part of a Forest of Recognized Importance

The final section of Standard 5 outlines what is required of you, as a woodland 
owner, if your property is part of a large, unique forested landscape known as a 
forest of recognized importance (FORI). 

These are large, landscape-scale areas of forested land that are globally, nationally, or 
regionally recognized for their exceptional ecological, social, cultural, or biological 
values. Some landowners and natural-resource professionals may refer to these 
unique landscapes  as “high-conservation value forests” or “forests of exceptional 
value.” Any one of these terms may be used to document your efforts to meet the 
requirements of Performance Measure 5.4. 
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• Georgia’s Best Management Practices for Forestry, Section 7:  http://www.gfc.
state.ga.us/resources/publications/BMPManualGA0609.pdf   

• Good Forestry in the Granite State, a publication of the University of New 
Hampshire Cooperative Extension Service: http://extension.unh.edu/
goodforestry/toc.htm 

• Contact your state extension foresters at: www.mylandplan.org/extension-
foresters

Standard 6
THE BEAUTY OF YOUR WOODS

As a forest landowner, the visual impact of the work you do to maintain your woods 
is an important testament to your stewardship activities.  By harvesting timber and 
having a visually appealing woodland, you make a powerful public statement about 
the value of sustainable forestry. Standard 6 covers the things you 
can do to make your woodlands more visually appealing to you, 
your family, and guests, to visitors who tour your property, and to 
those who pass your Tree Farm while traveling on adjacent roads. 

Performance Measure 6.1 
Landowner should manage the visual impacts of forest-management 
activities consistent with the size of the forest, the scale and intensity 
of forest-management activities, and the location of the property. 

INDICATOR 6.1.1

Forest-management activities should apply visual quality measures 
compatible with appropriate silvicultural practices.

R E S O U R C E S

Several excellent, free resources are available online to help you address the visual 
impacts and appeal of your forest-management activities. Here are some to get you 
started:

• Guide to Logging and Aesthetics by Geoffrey T. Jones: http://www2.dnr.cornell.
edu/ext/info/pubs/Harvesting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20Aesthetics.pdf  

CHECKLIST 

Some of the things you can do to improve the visual quality of your 
woods include: 

√  Placing log-truck loading zones out of public view; 

√  Putting a bend in your entrance road to block the view of the 
activities taking place inside your property;

√  Picking up and removing trash and equipment parts that are not 
being used;

√  Minimizing the amount of debris left in your woods 
after a harvest; and 

√  Closing idle roads and revegetate them with wildlife-
friendly plants. 

These are just some of the things you should consider 
to improve the aesthetics of your woods. Your state 
forestry agency or cooperative extension service will have 
additional resources to help you make your woods visually 
appealing.

STANDARD 6:  
Forest Aesthetics    

Forest-management activities 
recognize the value of forest 

aesthetics.

21

http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/resources/publications/BMPManualGA0609.pdf
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/resources/publications/BMPManualGA0609.pdf
http://extension.unh.edu/goodforestry/toc.htm
http://extension.unh.edu/goodforestry/toc.htm
www.mylandplan.org/extension-foresters
www.mylandplan.org/extension-foresters
http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info/pubs/Harvesting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20Aesthetics.pdf
http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info/pubs/Harvesting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20Aesthetics.pdf


of ground, called the logging deck,” Burke explains. Rather than leaving 
this land unutilized until the next harvest, he removes the debris, loosens the 
soil, fertilizes the ground and plants cover crops such as clover, vetch, and 
turnips. 

Burke’s work to create food plots for wildlife goes beyond the best 
management practices required by state forestry agencies, which merely 
require landowners to stabilize a site when logging is done. His efforts not 
only benefit wildlife and members of the local hunt club (who use Burke’s 
land for recreational hunting), but they’re also good for the land, for water 
quality, and for an attractive woodland. 

For other Tree Farmers considering converting logging decks to wildlife 
habitat, Burke says financial and educational resources are available from 
state forestry and natural-resources departments and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service. Local hunt clubs also 
may be interested in helping with both labor and costs of such projects, since 
they have a vested interest in attracting game.

“Stewardship—leaving the land better than you found it—and passion for 
what you’re doing, are the keys,” Burke says. “That’s what the Tree Farm 
System is all about.”

John Burke 

Woodford, Virginia

Tree Farmer and former American Forest Foundation board chair John Burke 
lives and works on Virginia land that has been in his family for more than 
160 years—“Six generations, if you count my grandkids,” he says. “I don’t 
own the land. The land owns me.” 

Burke grows and harvests pine and hardwood on Burke Woodlands. His 
strong belief in careful stewardship and his keen interest in experimental 
forestry have made this Tree Farm a model of best practices. 

One of these best practices is converting used logging decks into thriving 
food plots that provide prime habitat for deer, turkey, quail, and other wildlife 
in between thinning and harvesting activities. Not only does this practice 
provide abundant food sources for wildlife and recreational opportunities for 
hunters, it also makes Burke Woodlands an aesthetically pleasing showcase 
of good forest management.

Each year, Burke harvests or thins between 50 and 100 acres of trees. “When 
you do a thinning or a harvest, you need to get the logging equipment close 
to where the trees are. Sorting and loading the logs occurs on about an acre 

Converting logging decks to wildlife habitat 

Tree Farmer Profile
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Standard 7
THE SPECIAL SITES ON YOUR LAND

What is a “Special Site”?

A “special site” is a place of special value that may be present on your land. Standard 
7 outlines what you must do to identify and protect special sites. 

Examples of special sites are diverse and may include:

• Historical, archaeological, cultural, and ceremonial sites; 

• Sites of importance to wildlife such as rookeries, refuges, fish-
spawning grounds, vernal pools, or shelters of hibernating 
animals; 

• Unique ecological communities such as springs, glades, savannas, 
fens, and bogs; 

• Geological features such as terminal moraines, cliffs, and caves; 
and

• Sites of importance to you as the landowner, such as a family 
graveyard, a special tree, or an old mill dam.

• Areas of significance for you or your family.

Performance Measure 7.1 
Forest-management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant 
on the property. 

INDICATOR 7.1.1

Landowner shall make a reasonable effort to locate and protect special sites appropriate 
for the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of forest-management activities. 

Special sites are diverse and should be recognized through consultation with your 
forester or other natural-resource professionals with relevant expertise and through 
on-the-ground reconnaissance on your property. Sites of historical, archaeological, 
and cultural importance are identified on the National Register of Historic Places 
(http://focus.nps.gov/nrhp), a listing administered by the National Park Service, 
or by state historic preservation offices (SHPOs) (www.nps.gov/nr/shpolist.htm), 
which are the state agencies that oversee preservation efforts in each state. (See 
Standard 7.1.) These national and state lists denote sites that have been recognized 
as significant to the history of your community, your state, or the nation. Federal law 
does not require you to protect sites listed on the National Historic Register if there 
is no federal money involved in their protection, but there may be state or local laws 
that indicate specific protections.

Many properties may include historical, cultural, or archaeological 
sites that are not listed in the National Historic Register or SHPO 
listings. Landowners may choose to designate sites not listed by 
relevant authorities as special sites. To do so, landowners or their 
designated representatives should evaluate sites for congruence 
with all of the following criteria:

Your sites may be significant and therefore designated as special 
sites if they: 

• are associated with events that have made a significant contri- 
    bution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

• are associated with the lives of significant persons of the past; or 

• embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, 
or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

• yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

• Age: At least 50 years old.

•  Integrity: The site must retain its historical physical integrity with its character-
defining features still present. A building, structure, or landscape feature must be 
relatively unchanged. An archaeological site must be relatively undisturbed, with 
its patterns and layers of artifacts and other archaeological evidence relatively 
intact. A traditional cultural site must be recognizable to today’s affiliated cultural 
group, evidenced through tradition and still used or revered in some way.

STANDARD 7: 

Protect Special Sites     

Special sites are managed in 
ways that recognize their unique 

historical, archaeological, 
cultural, geological, biological, or 

ecological characteristics.
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If your property includes rare biological features or significant geological features, 
consult with your state’s natural-resource agency and consult lists of threatened or 
endangered species to determine if you are required by law to protect them. For 
detailed guidance, refer to Standard 5 for help in identifying individual species and 
forest communities protected under the Endangered Species Act, or as part of a 
forest of recognized importance (FORI). 

R E S O U R C E S  F O R  S P E C I A L  S I T E S

• Find links to your state’s historical databases and archives: www.treefarmsystem.
org/woodland-resources

• Document your research on special site in the ATFS Management Plan 
Addendum: https://www.treefarmsystem.org/atfsaddendum 

• Learn more about what are special sites, why they are important to protect, how 
you can protect them, and find additional resources available for landowners at: 
www.mylandplan.org/special-sites 

• Find your local NRCS office to get additional assistance: http://offices.sc.egov.
usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs 

TIPS FOR PROTECTING SPECIAL SITES 

√  Get to know your woods. Locating the special sites on your 
land is the first step in protecting them. Take time to walk your 
woods and identify the unusual plant communities, old structures 
or possible artifacts, and unusual features (for example, mounds 
or depressions in the ground) that you discover. 

√  Note where special sites are located. Once you have found 
your special sites, make sure to flag them, both on the ground 
and in your property map.  A GPS unit can be especially helpful 
when you are doing this. Use it to record the exact locations of 
your special sites and then transfer the data to your computer for 
mapping.  Pair that information with photographs, notes, or any 
other information that helps you track your special sites. Or use 
the mapping tool at www.MyLandPlan.org to map the locations.

√  Get expert help. Once you have identified and recorded your 
special sites,  ask for help in properly preserving them. Your state 
department of natural resources or NRCS office, local historical 
and archaeological societies, and local tribal governments can 
help you understand the special sites you have on your property 
and how to best protect them.

√  Include special sites in your management plan. Your findings 
and the federal, state, or local guidelines for protecting special 
sites should become part of your woodland management plan. 
Aim to minimize damage and disturbance to the site by creating 
a vegetation buffer, fencing the area, or otherwise distinguishing 
it from surrounding areas. Try to control for erosion and disturb 
the soil there as little as possible. This also means doing things a 
little differently at harvest time. Make sure to review your special-
sites map and protection plan with your timber buyers, loggers, 
foresters, and any other professionals assisting you with forest-
management activities, and monitor their work. After harvests 
and other activities, follow up to make sure your special sites 
were properly protected.

Protecting special sites
Duke & Naomi Hoiland, Polebridge, Montana

Like many Tree Farmers, Duke and Naomi Hoilands’ Tree Farm includes 
special sites, which they not only protect, but also use as a way to educate 
visitors about the land’s history. A historic Indian trail used by native Salish 
and Kootenai peoples and early settlers crosses the property, linking buffalo 
hunting grounds in eastern Montana with fishing and summer foraging areas 
in western Montana and Idaho. The Hoilands have worked hard not only to 
preserve the physical evidence of the historic trail, but also to save the history 
and stories associated with the route—topics on which Duke is considered the 
local expert. The Hoilands host annual tours of the trail and work with youth 
crews from the Montana Conservation Corps to maintain it. 

Tree Farmer Profile
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Dr. John William Bembry, III 

Hawkinsville, Georgia

On the banks of the Okefenokee River in Georgia is Bembry’s Mill, an 
ATFS-certified Tree Farm that its owner, veterinarian Dr. John Bembry, rightly 
describes as “a family heirloom.” It is the place where seven generations of 
Bembry ancestors have lived since it was purchased in 1807 by Revolutionary 
War veteran William S. Lancaster, Dr. Bembry’s great-great-great-great 
grandfather. 

That purchase is the first recorded in the deed books of Pulaski County. 
The site, originally known as Land Lot 388, was the perfect place to build 
a dam and establish a gristmill, which operated continuously through the 
generations that included John Bembry’s grandfather, Roscoe Tilden Bembry. 
Not only did the mill provide high-quality cornmeal, but it also served as 
a cotton gin and sawmill, and a community social center for church and 
school socials and picnics. 

The responsibility of caring for land with such a history is not lost on Dr. 
Bembry, the 2013 ATFS Southern Regional Tree Farmer of the Year. The area 

Preserving a chapter of family and county history

Tree Farmer Profile
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immediately surrounding the historic gristmill has been in timber production 
since its original purchase in 1807. The mill still stands, as does the mill 
dam constructed by Bembry’s grandfather in the 1950s. They are among 
the special sites on the property that Bembry protects—and that will be 
protected in perpetuity under a 
conservation easement. The 150-
acre easement, transferred to the 
Georgia Forestry Commission 
in 2009, guarantees not only 
that the historic structures will 
be protected, but also that the 
land originally purchased by 
Bembry’s ancestor will remain in 
sustainable forestry management.
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You should also stipulate that your contractors must follow all applicable laws and 
regulations, including state and federal requirements for fair labor practices. You are 
also encouraged to discuss liability issues with your insurance agents and attorney 
to gain a perspective on appropriate insurance minimums that might be required of 
the contractors you work with. 

Standard 8
HARVESTING TIMBER AND OTHER MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Standard 8 provides guidance as you plan your sustainable timber harvests and 
contract with qualified professionals to undertake any management activities 
outlined in your management plan. 

Performance Measure 8.1 
Landowner should use qualified natural-resource professionals and 
qualified contractors when contracting for services. 

INDICATOR 8.1.1

Landowner should seek qualified natural-resource professionals 
and qualified contractors. 

Many states have licensing requirements for foresters, wildlife man-
agers, and other professionals, and your state forestry agency is a 
good place to start in finding the help you need. The professionals 
listed by these systems have passed rigorous qualification exams and regularly up-
date their education and skills to maintain their licenses. 

INDICATOR 8.1.2

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and 
comply with appropriate federal, state, and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations 
and standard practices1. 

STANDARD 8: 

Forest Product Harvests and 
Other Activities 

Forest product harvests and 
other management activities are 
conducted in accordance with 

the landowner’s objectives and 
consider other forest values.

Resources: Finding a Qualified Professional

• Your state’s forestry agency is a good place to start when you are looking 
for highly qualified professionals to help you with your timber harvest or 
other forest-management activities. Find a link to your state agency at www.
mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency.

• You also can find a qualified forester through the Certified Forester program 
administered by The Society of American Foresters:  www.safnet.org/
certifiedforester/index.cfm  

• The Wildlife Society has a Certified Wildlife Biologist program:  http://wildlife.
org/learn/professional-development-certification/cwbawb-directory/ 

• The Association of Consulting Foresters maintains a nationwide  
    registry of forestry consultants:  www.acf-foresters.org 

• The American Forest Foundation’s website for woodland 
owners has extensive resources on choosing a forester 
(www.mylandplan.org/choosing-consulting-forester), logger 
(www.mylandplan.org/hiring-logger), or wildlife biologist 
(www.mylandplan.org/wildlife-biologists), and visit www.
mylandplan.org/difference-between-forester-logger to learn 
the difference between a logger and a forester.

• A qualified natural-resource professional often will be familiar 
with, and can recommend, well-qualified contractors who 
are doing forestry-related work in your area.
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INDICATOR 8.1.3

Landowners should retain appropriate contracts or records for forest product harvests 
and other management activities to demonstrate conformance to the Standards. 

Landowners should review the ATFS Standards before planning management 
activities. When contracting for management activities, it is also important to specify 
that appropriate BMPs and laws be adhered to. Be sure to retain your contracts. As a 
general rule of thumb, hold on to contracts for three years. 

Performance Measure 8.2 
Landowner shall monitor forest product harvests and other management activities to 
ensure they conform to their objectives. 

INDICATOR 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal, and other management activities shall be conducted 
in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the 
property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably. 

The final performance measure in Standard 8 is that you or your designated 
representative must monitor harvests and other management activities to ensure 
that they conform to the objectives identified in your forest-management plan. The 
goal is to ensure that your woodlands maintain their ability to sustainably produce 
forest products and all the other benefits of sustainably managed woodlands into 
the future. 

If you have planned well, used qualified natural-resource professionals and 
contractors, and conducted your management activities under an effective contract, 
you should be able to meet this requirement. 

Why Hire a Forester? 

A professional forester will be your closest ally as you develop a management 
plan and undertake stewardship activities to gain or maintain certification of your 
land. A forester can:

• Help you understand how the trees, wildlife, soils, water, and other resources 
of your woods interact;

• Work with you to develop a management plan that complies with ATFS 
certification Standards and addresses your vision for your woodlands;

• Help you understand laws and regulations that apply to your woods;

• Provide advice and technical expertise to address challenges like invasive 
species, forest pests, and pathogens;

• Assist you in finding a reputable logger;

• Help you find markets for your forest products;

• Help you manage the legal and financial aspects of woodland-management 
activities; and

• Help you avoid costly mistakes.

A professional forester can help you evaluate a new woodland parcel that you 
plan to purchase, guide you in selecting and planting trees, help you manage 
prescribed burns and tree-thinning activities, and assist you in planning and 
implementing timber harvests and sales. The decisions you make at these times 
are crucial to the long-term health of your woods, so it makes sense to invest in 
a forester’s advice and woodland-management expertise.



CHECKLIST: THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR 
CONTRACTS 

When contracting for forestry activities, it is important to outline 
the requirements of your agreement with each contractor. A good 
contract should specify that your contractor must: 

√  Adhere to your state’s best management practices (BMPs); 

√  Ensure that special sites or habitats are protected; 

√  Adhere to your state’s labor laws; 

√  Carry adequate liability insurance; and 

√  Protect soil and water integrity.

In addition, your contract should specify a contractor’s responsibility for:

√  Avoiding residual tree damage, and rectifying it if it occurs;

√  Maintaining and restoring forest roads after the work is 
completed;

√  Protecting and/or restoring fences and gates;

√  Litter control; and 

√  Preventing hazardous material spills, and cleaning them up if 
they occur. 
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Sarah Steen 

Holly Springs, Mississippi 

When Sarah Steen’s husband Adam presented her with a 160-acre tree farm 
in rural Mississippi as a birthday gift in 2010, Sarah was a novice in the art 
of managing a sustainable woodland. Even though her father is a forester,  
Steen realized that she had a lot to learn. That’s why she called on forester 
Justin Dewberry (an ATFS Regional Inspector of the Year in 2012) to help her 
deal with the challenges she faced.

When Adam bought the property, 38 acres were already planted in pine and 
enrolled in the USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which pays 
landowners to protect topsoil from erosion by converting former crop and 
pasture land into woodlands. 

“The CRP program requires a conservation plan to manage insects and 
invasives and maintain a healthy forest,” Sarah says. “Because part of our 
land was in CRP, one of the very first things we did after buying the farm was 
meet with Justin. He has been a fantastic resource—someone we can always 
call on if we don’t know what to do. He got us connected with Tree Farm.”

Tree Farmer Profile
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Working with a forester

After working with Dewberry to plan for the acreage enrolled in CRP, “We 
decided we wanted to plant more trees, and he helped us set up a forest-
management plan for the rest of the farm,” Sarah relates. “In our first year 
[2010], our plan was to spray and burn and then plant more trees.” Nature, 
however, threw in some unexpected hitches.

Those “hitches” were grazing cows—a problem, since animals are not 
allowed on CRP acreage. Instead of planting, the Steens spent their first year 
fencing and herding cows. The next big battle was with invasive kudzu, which 
was overrunning the farm. Again they sought Dewberry’s help. Spraying 
and burning the weedy plant were the only options available on their CRP 
acreage, but on the rest of the farm, the family looked to a herd of 16 goats. 
“In a year, they’ve taken that kudzu right down to the ground,“ says Sarah.

The Steens finally commenced their tree-planting plan in the fall of 2011, 
and they now have 90 acres planted in loblolly pine, with more planting in 
the works. “It’s amazing how many people it takes to make things happen, 
even on a small farm,” says Adam Steen. “We couldn’t have done it without 
Justin,” adds Sarah.



The USDA Cooperative Extension System 
http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map 
Your state’s Cooperative Extension Service (CES), a program of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, offers many resources helpful to private forest landowners, including 
technical publications, courses, and webinars  on topics ranging from pesticide 
application to battling invasive species to complying with forestry laws. 

U.S. Forest Service Resources on Private Land Management 
www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land/landowner-resources   
The USFS website offers many resources for private forest landowners. Among these are 
information on cost-sharing programs that can help you with the expenses of managing 
your land, guidelines on managing for—and with—fire, and many free publications on 
forest management.

Natural-heritage Databases 
www.natureserve.org/natureserve-network  
NatureServe represents a network of independent centers that collect and analyze data 
about the plants, animals, and ecological communities of the Western Hemisphere. 
Known as natural-heritage programs or conservation data centers, these programs operate 
throughout  the United States. Your state’s natural-heritage program can be an invaluable 
resource in understanding the species that may be present on your land. Use this website 
to find information on your state’s program.

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) PLANTS database 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/  
This is a comprehensive reference to plant species that includes a database of 50,000 
images to help you identify plants and trees on your land. The database includes lists 
of plants found in each state, information on native species, lists of threatened and 
endangered plants, and state-specific lists of invasive plant species.

Resources
Full Text of Final Standards & Guidance 
www.treefarmsystem.org/atfs-standards 
The full text of the 2015-2020 Standards and Guidance document can be found on the 
American Tree Farm System® website. When in doubt, consult this document if you 
have any questions about what is required to achieve or maintain certification of your 
woodlands.

Information on the Independent Standards Review Panel 
www.treefarmsystem.org/standards-committee-members 
The ATFS website contains more information on the panel’s work, and biographical 
information on each panel member. 

ATFS Management Plan Addendum  
www.treefarmsystem.org/atfsaddendum 
A tool for certified Tree Farmers to help you review your management plan, reflect on 
your stewardship objectives, assess the current condition and health of your woods, and 
ensure that your management plan meets the 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability.  

My Land Plan, a Website for Woodland Owners 
www.MyLandPlan.org  
This website—designed especially for woodland owners—could be called “Stewardship 
101.” It covers all the basics of stewarding your land, from creating a management plan, 
to finding and choosing a forester, to dealing with the challenges of natural disasters, 
invasive species, pests, and pathogens. The site includes quick links to state Tree 
Farm committees, state and federal natural-resource agencies, foresters, state historic 
preservation offices, and much more.  It also includes a tool to help you map your land. 
While you should always consult the Standards for official guidance, MyLandPlan 
includes many resources that can help you in your day-to-day management activities.

State Forestry Agencies 
www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency 
Your state’s forestry agency is the go-to agency for state-specific questions about managing 
your forestland. Contact it for information on conducting prescribed burns, to learn 
which of your management activities require permits, to find a county forester, to obtain 
a copy of your state’s best management practices (BMPs), and to learn about state-
sponsored workshops and seminars to help you manage your woodlands. State forestry 
agencies can also provide information on state cost-sharing and tax-incentive programs to 
benefit private woodland owners. Follow the link on MyLandPlan.org to connect directly 
to your state forestry agency’s website.
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http://nifa.usda.gov/partners-and-extension-map
www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land/landowner-resources
www.natureserve.org/natureserve-network
http://plants.usda.gov/java
www.treefarmsystem.org/atfs-standards
www.treefarmsystem.org/standards-committee-members
www.treefarmsystem.org/atfsaddendum
www.MyLandPlan.org
www.mylandplan.org/your-state-forestry-agency
http://www.MyLandPlan.org


Glossary of Terms
adaptive management: A dynamic approach to forest management in which the effects of 
treatments and decisions are monitored and used to modify management on a continuing 
basis to ensure that objectives are being met (Helms, et al., The Dictionary of Forestry, 
Society of American Foresters, 1998).

adverse regulatory actions: Written warnings, citations, or fines issued by law 
enforcement or regulatory bodies. 

biodiversity: The variety and abundance of life forms, processes, functions, and structures 
of plants, animals, and other living organisms, including the relative complexity of species, 
communities, gene pools, and ecosystems at spatial scales that range from local through 
regional to global (Helms, et al., The Dictionary of Forestry, Society of American Foresters, 
1998).

complaint: Labor complaints are those with formal documentation filed through a state’s 
fair labor practices board or similar body. 

desired species: Those species of flora and fauna designated in the landowner’s 
management plan and not known to cause negative impacts on the local environment. 

designated representative: A person designated by a landowner to represent him or her. 
Designated representatives may include, but are not limited to, family members, trustees, 
property managers, qualified natural-resource professionals, and lawyers. 

forest health: The perceived condition of a forest derived from consideration of such 
factors as its age, structure, composition, function, vigor, vitality, presence of unusual 
levels of insects or disease, and resilience to disturbance and a range of stressors.

forest products: Goods and materials derived from the forest that are tangible and 
physical objects of biological origin. Such materials may include, but are not limited to, 
timber, fuelwood, fibers, biomass, leaves, fruit, grass, fungi, berries, resins, gums, animal 
parts, water, soil, gravel, stone, and other minerals on forest land. In addition, products 
may also include other quantifiable goods or services including carbon storage or water 
protection.

forests of recognized importance: Globally, regionally, and nationally significant large 
forest landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural, or biological values. These 
forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather than the stand level, and are recognized 
for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute. 

group manager: The individual(s) designated by the Independently Managed Group 
(IMG) organization to manage the administrative elements of an IMG and comply with 
the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) IMG Certification Standards (2015-2020).

Independently Managed Group (IMG): A company, corporation, firm, authority, or 
institution that is a legal entity. The entity has its own functions and administration 
and consists of a group manager and individual qualified group members seeking to 
collectively implement and become certified to the AFF Standards and ATFS IMG 
Standards. All IMGs are required to undergo audits, by accredited third-party assessors, to 
ensure conformance with the ATFS Standards and the ATFS IMG Standards.

indicator: Identifies specific actions or activities that demonstrate conformance.

integrated pest management: A pest control, suppression, or prevention approach that 
utilizes a suite of complementary strategies including mechanical, biological, cultural, 
physical, genetic, and chemical approaches. 

invasive species: Plants, animals, or pathogens that are non-native to the ecosystem under 
consideration and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause harm. (USDA National 
Invasive Species Information Center, 2014). 

landowner: Entity that holds title to the property to be certified. 

landowner’s objectives: The stated landowner desires, reasons for ownership, and 
potential activities that guide the management of the property. 

management plan: Documents that guide actions and that change in response to 
feedback and changed conditions, goals, objectives, and policies. Management plans 
may incorporate several documents including, but not limited to, harvest plans, activity 
implementation schedules, permits, research, etc. For the purposes of the American 
Tree Farm System® eligible management plans, plan amendments may include letters, 
notes, and other forms of informal updates in addition to formal plan revisions. The term 
“management plan” is inclusive of stewardship plans and other similar documents that 
describe resources, landowner objectives, and management strategies. 

performance measure: Refines the Standard’s intent and describes considerations and 
pathways for conformance.

pesticide: Pesticides include chemicals commonly known as fungicides, herbicides, 
insecticides, and rodenticides. 

prescribed fire: A fire ignited by management to meet specific objectives (Helms, et al,. 
The Dictionary of Forestry, Society of American Foresters, 1998). 

qualified contractor: Forest contractors who have completed recommended certification, 
licensing, training, or education programs offered in their respective states. 
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standard: An overarching principle of sustainability.

state forestry best management practice(s) (BMPs): Forestry BMPs are generally 
accepted forest-management guidelines that have been developed by state forestry 
agencies with broad public stakeholder input. 

sustainability: The capacity of forests, ranging from stands to ecoregions, to maintain 
their health, productivity, diversity, and overall integrity, in the long run, in the context of 
human activity (Helms, et al., The Dictionary of Forestry, Society of American Foresters, 
1998). 

sustainable forest management: Sustainable forest management (SFM) is a holistic 
approach defined as the stewardship and use of forests and forest land in a way and 
at a rate that maintains their biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality 
and potential to fulfill, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic, and social 
functions, at local, national and global levels and does not cause damage to other 
ecosystems (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification, Sustainable Forest 
Management, PEFC ST 1003:2010). 

third-party assessor: A qualified natural-resource professional who has completed 
ATFS- required training for third-party assessors and is contracted or employed by an 
International Accreditation Forum (IAF)-accredited certification body.

threatened or endangered: Defined and listed under the U.S. Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) and listed under applicable state or provincial laws as requiring protection.

visual quality measures: Modifications of forestry practices in consideration of public 
view, including timber sale layout, road and log landing locations, intersections with 
public roadways, distributing logging residue, tree retention, timing of operations, and 
other factors relevant to the scale and location of the project.

qualified natural-resource professional: A person who by training and experience can 
make forest-management recommendations. Examples include foresters, soil scientists, 
hydrologists, forest engineers, forest ecologists, fishery and wildlife biologists, or 
technically trained specialists in such fields. 

qualified ATFS inspector: A qualified natural-resource professional who has completed 
ATFS- required training for certifying forested properties and is eligible to inspect 
properties on behalf of ATFS. ATFS requires all trained inspectors to meet approved 
eligibility requirements. 

scale: The extent of forest operations on the landscape/certified property.

shall: Responsibilities or obligations that include the word “shall” are considered core 
elements that are required for certification under the American Tree Farm System®.

should: Responsibilities or obligations that include the word “should” are directives that 
draw on personal and professional judgment of foresters, landowners, and assessors. These 
directives allow for latitude in implementation to the greatest practical extent in given 
circumstances and are justifiable in a third-party verification process.

special sites: Those areas offering unique historical, archaeological, cultural, geological, 
biological, or ecological value. Special sites include:

A. Historical, archaeological, cultural, and ceremonial sites;

B. Sites of importance to wildlife such as rookeries, refuges, fish spawning grounds, 
vernal ponds, and shelters of hibernating animals;

C. Unique ecological communities such as springs, glades, savannas, fens, and bogs; 

D. Geological features such as terminal moraines, cliffs, and caves; 

E. Sites of importance to the landowner. 
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The American Tree Farm System is a program of the American Forest Foundation.  


